Bible Truth Preached Here

Jesus – King of the World

Jesus –King of the World!
Would the President of the United States bow to the King of the Jews?

Would people from a democracy submit to a king for whom they did not vote?

Are you ready to humble yourself before Christ the King?

The number one thing to know – GOD Rules!

God Most High “rules in the kingdoms of men and gives it to whom he will” (Dan 4:32). Daniel told the great king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, that he would need to learn that lesson. This great king goes insane for seven years (Dan 4: 24-37) and acts like one of the beasts of the field until he is humble enough to admit that God is “the King of heaven” (v.37) and “does according to his will” in heaven and on earth (v.35).  God is still guiding the events and governments of men even though they fail to acknowledge him (Acts 17:24-31), but the time is coming when He will force the world to submit to His will and fill the earth with his glory.

The government will be upon his shoulders.

Isaiah 9:6 tells of the birth of a child who will take on the name of God Himself and rule with His power and authority. That child is the son of God, Jesus Christ.  He was also the special son of David, and one day will “reign over the house of Israel for ever, of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32-33).  But it won’t stop there.  Christ will subdue the entire world and reign over it for his Father (1Cor 15:24-28). There will be no voting. There will be no discussion about the form of government to be used.  Jesus will be king of the world! (cf. Dan 2:44-45)

Jesus - the military general.

Oftentimes we picture Jesus as the gentle savior who would never harm anyone. We may consider his message to be one of tolerance with open arms to all, but this would be a mistake. When Jesus returns to the earth, it will be as a mighty warrior (Is 9:6, Rev 19:11-16).  He will proclaim his Father’s name and teach his Father’s will (Is 11:1-9). This will start in Jerusalem because that will be the capitol city of the entire world (Jer 3:17, Is 2:2-4). But Scripture indicates that many nations won’t want Jesus to be their king (e.g. Ps 2:1-3, Rev 19:19). Those nations will fight rather than submit.  They will lose (e.g. Ezek 38-39, Rev 20:7-10). 

We can see how non-Christian nations might rebel against Jesus, but the Bible says that the “kings of the whole world” will be gathered at Armageddon to fight against God’s king (Rev 16:14-16, 19:15-19).  It’s hard to imagine fighting against the Son of God, but all men will.

The book of Zechariah describes some of the conflict and turmoil of the last days. Zechariah 14: 3 describes how the LORD will go forth into battle. This will be Jesus who has come back to the Mt of Olives (v.4) at the head of God’s army (v.5) to become “king over all the earth” (v.9).  A terrible plague will smite “all the peoples who wage war against Jerusalem” (v.12) and great panic will fall upon them (v.13).  Survivors of the nations “shall go up year after year to worship the LORD of hosts” (v.16). 

God has never tolerated evil. He has given men and women every opportunity to overcome evil through faith, but His longsuffering patience will come to an end (Acts 17:30-31).

The image comes crashing down
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Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, who we discussed earlier, had a dream about a huge image made of various metals (Daniel 2:25-45). Daniel interpreted this dream and declared the image to represent the kingdoms of the world over time, until “the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed” (v.44). 

The head of gold was Babylon, the silver chest was Persia, the bronze belly would be Greece, the iron thighs and legs we can determine to be the Roman empire and finally the image ends at the feet whose ten toes represent ten kings. The feet are unstable because they are iron mixed with clay. They are struck by a rock not cut by human hands (Jesus) and the whole image comes down and is ground into powder (v.35).

Who do those ten toes represent? It is hard to say, but it appears that those rulers may be in power today. The son of God will destroy all worldly powers when he returns (v.44, Rev 11:15,18). Would this include nations like the USA? If the ruler and the people of this country did not recognize Jesus as the son of God, it could happen!

What about democracy?

The democratic system allows the majority to guide the ruling of the land. This can be very beneficial, for it allows much freedom;, but the majority is not always right. If God’s will and law is distasteful to the majority, then God can be ‘voted out’. Also, a country that is used to a democratic way of life may find it offensive to be ruled by a king. Who wants to be told what to do? If we think we are right, then we seldom can put up with laws that are contrary to our own way of thinking.  Fact: God’s Kingdom on earth will be a one-king theocracy – not a democracy.

Submit to the king!

Scripture does not tell us exactly which modern nations would fight against Jesus when he returns. It would seem to be those who do not want to give up their political control and way of life.  Disciples of Jesus cannot get involved with such rebellion.

From Matthew 24 and Luke 21, we can determine from Jesus’ own words that tough times will be upon the world in and around the time of his Return: “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world...and if those days had not been shortened [for he sake of the elect] no human being would be saved...” “And there will be ...distress of nations in perplexity...men fainting with fear and foreboding of what is coming on the world...”.

But no matter what the nations do (including our own), believers must determine to submit to the king.. God is sending Jesus back because He knows what is best for this world.  Jesus’ coming will not be invisible or in secret (cf. Matt 24:23-27), but that doesn’t mean that there will be false teachers saying otherwise.  Take heed that your understanding of Christ’s rulership as king in Jerusalem does not make him appear to be “antichrist” (as some seem to teach) and cause you to deny him and rebel.  We need to submit now in a life of humble discipleship, so that when Jesus does appear, we will be among those who are invited to join him in ruling the nations in “the new earth” (Rev 1:6, 2:26-27, 3:21, 5:10, 20:4, 21:1-7, 24-27, Matt 19:28, 25:31-34).
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